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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The following rejection is made in view of applicant's submitted amendments. 
Amendments made to claims necessitated finality of this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the claim recites "the switching controller controls said switch based 
on a signal from the monitor ..." Earlier in the claim it recites a digital monitor and an analog 
monitor. The claim does not distinctly state if the switch is being controlled by a digital monitor, 
or an analog monitor, or by both. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 3-6, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kanekawa et 
al. (USPN 6,513,131). 
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Regarding claim 1, Kanekawa teaches a change-over apparatus for a broadcasting 
system including a pair of devices comprising a main device and a backup device [Abstract], 
wherein the change-over apparatus comprising; a switch that is connected to receive an output 
signal from the main device and an output signal from the backup device [Fig. 17, 210, 203 is 
main device and 203' is a backup device]; and a switching controller that is connected to 
receive, the output signal from the main device and the output signal from the backup device and 
controls the switch [Fig. 17, 208 receives signals from 203 and 203'], the switching controller 
comprising a monitor [Fig. 18, 212 are monitoring circuits] including: a digital monitor that 
performs based on digital monitoring for monitoring the output signal from the main device and 
the output signal from the backup device from a digital signal aspect [Col. 13, lines 24-33, the 
monitoring circuit compares signatures of signals on the bus], and an analog monitor that 
performs analog monitoring for monitoring the output signal from the main device and the output 
signal from the backup device from an analog signal aspect [Col. 14, lines 30-41, the circuit 
monitors the pulse of periodic waveform] , wherein the switching controller controls the switch 
based on a signal from the monitor to change over from the main device to the backup device 
[Col 12, line 63 - Col 14, line 3, the switch is being controlled based on value of signals from 
result of 212 and 213]. 

Regarding claim 3, Kanekawa teaches the switching controller operates based on one or 
both of the digital monitoring and the analog monitoring [Col. 13, lines 24-33 and Col. 14, lines 
30-41, checks signatures and periodic waveform pulses]. 
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Regarding claim 4, Kanekawa teaches the digital monitoring and the analog monitoring 
include monitoring related to standards associated with the broadcasting system [Col. 14, lines 
30-41, any standard associated with a signal can be related to the broadcasting system]. 

Regarding claim 5, Kanekawa teaches the digital signal aspect includes an aspect of data 
represented by a digital signal [Col. 4, lines 28-33] . 

Regarding claim 6, Kanekawa teaches the analog signal aspect includes a level of a 
signal [Col. 14, lines 30-41]. 

Regarding claim 8, Kanekawa teaches each of the devices is a reference signal generator 
for the broadcasting system [Fig. 17, 203 and 203' can broadcast as shown in Fig. 36, 304] . 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanekawa et al. 
(USPN 6,513,131) in view of Kasparian et al. (USPN 5,007,050). 

Regarding claim 9, Kanekawa teaches an apparatus as discussed in rejection of claim 1. 

However, Kanekawa does not teach the signal from the main device is a serial digital 
interface (SDI) signal. 

Kasparian teaches the signal associated with the main device is a serial digital interface 
(SDI) signal [Abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a serial digital interface so that communication of signals between 
microprocessors can be done [Abstract] . 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chandrahas Patel whose telephone number is (571)270-121 1. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 7:30 to 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3 139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Chandrahas Patel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



/Ricky Ngo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
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